UNIT 4 SPACE EXPLORATION
Part1 Listening and Speaking & Reading and Thinking
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1.The earth is nothing but a very small planet in the endless __ (‘F*).
2.The painful experience has affected both her m and physical health.
3.Smoking should be banned in cars, and particularly any v with children in it.
4 Man-made__ (/&) are used for sending and receiving messages.
5.Since you have been a college student, you may as wellbe1  of your parents.
6.The appearance of newborn __ (k) suggests that newcomers can make waves,
too.
7NASAplanstol  a satellite.
8.1t is reported that in 1961 the USSR sent an a into space.
9.The chairman was quite familiar with the __ (ZPI¥) for conducting a meeting.
10.Everything falls towards the centre of the earth because of the _ (EE /J).
II.AAJRS

1.The man they talked about is famous not only for his talent __ for his kindness.
2.1t is generally accepted that genes _ (transmit) from one generation to another.
3.Achild’s __ (intelligent) develops rapidly between the ages of four and five.
4 Withthe _ (develop) of agriculture, the life of the farmers here becomes better

and better.



5.After failing the examination, he determined (work) hard and catch up with

others.

6.When things go wrong, all of us naturally feel _ (disappoint) and frustrated.
7.Today we’re going to focus___ the question of homeless people in London.
8.Ireallydesire_ (get) a good education that will give me chances to realize my
dreams.

9.As we have learned in history class, India gained_ (independent) in 1947 after a

long struggle.
10.Mrs Smith then sent me an e-mail,__ (hope) to get further information.
LR CEEERS

Looking up at the stars, people have always wanted to learn more about space, and
scientists work hard to find answers. They make _ 1  (vehicle) to carry brave people
into space to find out the secrets of the universe.

On 4 October 1957, the Sputnik 1 satellite_ 2  (launch)by the USSR and
successfully orbited around Earth. Afterwards, the USSR focused on _ 3 (send)
people into space, and on 12 April 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the first person in the
world _ 4 (go)into space. Over eight years later, on 20 July 1969, American astronaut
Neil Armstrong stepped onto the moon.

China’s space programme started later than those of Russia and the US, 5 it has
made great progress in a short time. China became the third country in the world to__6

(independent) send humans into space in 2003, _ 7 Yang Liwei successfully orbited

Earth in the Shenzhou 5 spacecraft. Then Shenzhou 6 and 7 completed a second manned



orbit and the first Chinese spacewalk,_ 8  (follow)by the vehicle Jade Rabbit being
sent to the moon to study its surface. After that, China launched the Tiangong 2 space
lab into space and Tianzhou 1 to dock with it. This signalled one step_ 9 (far) in
China’s plan to establish a space station__10  the future. More recently, China has
sent Chang’ e 4 to explore the surface of the far side of the moon to make measurements

and observations.

l. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
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There was great excitement on the planet Venus this week. For the first time
Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the planet Earth, and it has been
sending back signals as well as pictures. The satellite was directed into an area known
as Manhattan. Because of excellent weather conditions and extremely strong signals,
Venusian scientists were able to get valuable information about the feasibility of a
manned flying saucer ( & f%) landing on Earth. A meeting was held at the Venus
Institute of Technology.

“We have come to the conclusion, based on last week’s satellite landing,” said Prof.
Zog,“that there is no life on Earth.”

“How do you know this?”” a science reporter of the Venus Evening News asked.

“For one thing, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is made up of solid
concrete and nothing can grow there. For another, the atmosphere is filled with carbon
monoxide(— %L %) and other deadly gases and nobody could possibly breathe this air
and survive.”

“Are there any other sources of danger that you have discovered in your studies?”

“Take a look at this photo. You see this dark black cloud staying over the surface
of Earth? We don’t know what it is made of, but it could give us a lot of trouble and we

shall have to make further tests before we send a Venus being there. Over here you will



notice what seems to be a river, but the satellite findings show it is polluted and the
water 1s unfit to drink.”
“Sir, what are all those tiny black spots on the pictures?”
“We’re not certain. They seem to be metal particles that move along certain paths.
They give out gases, make noise and keep crashing into each other.”
“Prof. Zog, why are we spending billions and billions of money landing a flying
saucer on Earth when there is no life there?”
“Because if we Venusians can learn to breathe in the Earth’s atmosphere, then we
can live anywhere.”
1.What does the underlined word “feasibility” in Paragraph 1 mean?
A.Possibility. B.Flexibility.
C.Simplicity. D.Responsibility.
2.What tone did the author use when writing the text?
A.Serious.
B.Aggressive.
C.Humorous.
D.Frustrating.
3.What problem did the author mention apart from air pollution?
A.Overpopulation.
B.Global warming.
C.Damaged forests.

D.Water pollution.



4.Why did the author write the passage?
A.To tell us a dream of Venusian scientists.
B.To disclose the secret of life on other planets.
C.To persuade people to try living on Earth.
D.To remind people on Earth of some crises.

B
(2019 PR PG RH — A5, % He )

China has become the first country to successfully land a spacecraft on the far side
of the moon. The Chang’ e 4 probe (il #%) has also made the first moon landing since
1972. It has the task of exploring the side of the moon that never faces the Earth. The
dark side of the moon is older and has a thicker surface than the visible side. It takes the
moon as long to go around on its own axis (¥#) as it does for one complete orbit around
the Earth.

The Chinese probe landed in a huge crater 2,500 km in diameter and 13 km in
depth. The crater is one of the oldest parts of the moon and our solar system.

Scientists hope to learn more about the geology of the far side of the moon. The
craft has two cameras on board which will send images back to the Earth. It will also try
to send signals to distant regions of space, something that cannot happen on Earth
because of too much radio noise.

Chang’ e 4 also has instruments on board to examine minerals as well as a

container with seeds which will try to create a miniature ({82 1)) biosphere (“E#7#)).



Communication with the spacecraft is not easy. Images and other data must be
transmitted to a separate satellite because no direct communication with the Earth is
possible.

For China the Chang’ e 4 mission is an important achievement, because the
country has successfully done something no other nation on Earth has done. It wants to
become a leading power in space exploration and has announced plans to send
astronauts to the moon and set up its own space station.
5.Where did the Chang’ e 4 probe land?

A.On the side of the moon facing the Earth.

B.On the invisible side of the moon.

C.In a younger crater on the moon.

D.In a previous space station.

6.What can we learn from the text?

A.The dark side of the moon is as cold as the other side.

B.The bright side is younger and thinner than the other side.
C.Other places in space may hardly receive signals from the craft.
D.The two cameras on the craft can send pictures to the Earth easily.
7.Why is the craft equipped with a container?

A.To see what seeds can come out on the moon.

B.To collect some important matter on the moon.

C.To find whether the seeds can grow on the moon.

D.To check whether some minerals exist on the moon.



8.According to the text, what will China do in the future?
A.Land manned spacecraft on the moon.
B.Build another space station on the moon.
C.Launch more space probes to the moon.
D.Become the first country in exploring space.
I.tiEfx
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Are you actually sick when you have spring fever? Originally, yes._ 1 But now
people use it to mean a sudden increase of romantic feelings.
These days, we use “spring fever” to describe a restless feeling after the long, cold
days of winter.__2 It is also a verb that means something happens or appears quickly.
Imagine that you are resting in a chair when suddenly you see a mouse run across
the floor. You spring into action! You jump from the chair and run after the mouse!__ 3
And it works! But when you tell your roommate that you have caught a mouse in a trap,
tears spring to her eyes. You feel bad, but she really should have told you about her pet
mouse Charlie!
_ 4  You say to her,“You can’t just spring that on me! I’ll need time to find

'3,

another roommate!” But then you think that maybe it’s for the best. Every time you see
her you feel guilty about Charlie. _ 5 She always expects you to buy her things: she
wants you to spring for lunch, spring for movie tickets, and sometimes even spring for

groceries.

So, when you spring for something, you pay for someone else.



A.Many people suffer a lot from it.

B.Y our roommate turns her back on you.

C.But the word “spring” is not just a season.

D.Spring fever used to refer to an actual illness.

E.Then your roommate is moving out tomorrow.

F.That night you spring a trap with some cheese in it.
G.But anyway, she does something that really annoys you.
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
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We used to believe there were nine planets, _ 1 now there are eight (Pluto is not
a planet). Now we may have to change how many continents there are. We __ 2 (teach)
there are seven—Asia, Africa, North and South America, Antarctica, Europe, and
Australia. Geologists(}i )i 2% % )now say there isan _ 3 (eight) continent—Zealandia.
This is a big, _ 4  (most) underwater landmass( X [ifi ) in the Pacific Ocean. Six
percentofitis _ 5 water and is New Zealand and New Caledonia. Therest _ 6  (be)
under the ocean. It is five million square kilometres, _ 7  scientists say is big enough
to be a continent.

Geologists argue that the land does not have to be above water to be a continent.

They say Zealandia is a continent because of four 8  (point): It is a lot higher than

the area around it, it has special geology(HhJ5i kL), it is easy to see its shape, and it is



9 (thick) than the ocean floor. It may take time for scientists _ 10  (agree) there are
eight continents.

l. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
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