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Three Feet From Gold

Darby’s uncle was caught by the “gold fever” in the gold-rush days, and went west
to dig and grow rich. After months of labor, he was rewarded by the discovery of the
shining ore(#” 7). He needed machinery to bring the ore to the surface. So, with the
“strike”, he returned home. And with the help of Darby, he borrowed a lot of money.
After buying the machinery and having it shipped, Uncle and Darby went back to dig
the mine.

The first car of ore was mined. And the returns proved they had one of the richest
mines in Colorado! Down went the drills! Up went the hopes of Uncle and Darby!

Then something happened! The vein(#" Jik) of gold ore disappeared! They drilled
on, but all in vain. Finally, they decided to quit and sold the machinery to a junkman for
a few hundred dollars. The junkman called in a mining engineer to look at the mine and
do a little calculation. The engineer’s calculation showed that the vein would be found
just three feet from where the Darbys had stopped drilling! The junkman took millions

of dollars in the vein, because he knew enough to seek experts’ advice before giving up.



Most of the money which went into the machinery was borrowed through the
efforts of Darby, who was then a very young man. The money came from his relatives
because of their faith in him. He paid back every dollar of it, although it took years to
do so.

Long afterwards, Mr. Darby made another discovery in which desire can be
changed into gold. This discovery came after he went into the business of selling life
insurance. Remembering that he lost a huge fortune, for he stopped three feet from gold,
Darby profited by the experience in his chosen work, saying to himself,“I stopped three
feet from gold, but 1 will never stop because men say ‘no’ when I ask them to buy
insurance.”

Darby sold more than a million dollars in life insurance annually. He owes his
“stick-ability” to the lesson he learned from his “quit-ability” in the gold mining
business.
1.Darby’s uncle went back home to
A.receive his reward B.seek financial support
C.look for more helpers D.consult an engineer
2.From the passage, we can know Darby
A.was unable to pay off the debts
B.mined his gold from the failure
C.learned a lesson from selling insurance

D.devoted himself to making new discoveries



3.The author intends to tell us that
A.hopes and difficulties exist side by side
B.correct decisions stem from correct judgment
C.we should catch it when opportunity comes
D.we won’t reach our goal unless we insist

B

I was deeply moved by the kindness of an elderly flower seller at Sydney’s Central
Station one evening.

I was feeling as cold as the winter winds quickening the steps of the people who
buried chins ( | £) in scarves and hands deep into coat pockets. In many ways, 2018
had proven an arduous year. My teenage daughter had left home for university, my job
of 23 years was no more, and a creative project I’d given my all to for years had also
been suddenly called off. I also found out a person I considered as a friend was far from
it.

A year earlier, I’d dreamt about an earthquake. In the dream, a red light flashed
inside a building and then the earth began to rock. Walls fell down on me as I ran to the
open, feeling sorry for the people I hadn’t loved enough. Before 1 was buried
completely by the falling world, I shouted,“Abuelo, ayudame!” in my native
Spanish.“Grandfather, help me!”

Now, with the very real aftershocks of a series of unexpected endings, I walked
into a little flower shop to buy a gift for a friend. The gentleman at the shop looked at

me and turned away for a moment, returning with a fragrant flower. “For you. You need



to smile today,” he said in a rich and beautiful accent, offering me the flower with eyes
full of care. It took all my strength not to cry. Then he gave me a grandfatherly hug that
made me want to tell him everything.

Instead, I thanked him and headed for the train. How did he know? I wondered.
For the first time in weeks, I felt hope.
4.The underlined word in the second paragraph means * ”
A.puzzled B.mixed  C.hard D.meaningful
5.What is the third paragraph mainly about?
A.A detailed description of the author’s dream.
B.The help that the author got from her grandfather.
C.An earthquake that the author came across before.
D.The author’s sorry thoughts for the people she hadn’t loved enough.
6.Why did the author feel hope in the end?
A.Because the gentleman showed his concern for the author.
B.Because the gentleman gave the author a grandfatherly hug.
C.Because the gentleman at the shop sent her a fragrant flower.
D.Because the gentleman said some words in a rich and beautiful accent.
7.What drove the author to walk into the flower shop?
A.A series of unexpected things.
B.The fragrant flowers in the shop.

C.The gentleman in the flower shop.

D.The idea of sending a gift to a friend.



C

Over the past few years I’ve had an uncomfortable sense that someone, or
something, has been making changes to my brain. ’'m not thinking the way I used to
think. I can feel it most strongly when I’m reading. Involving myself in a book or a
lengthy(JU 1 1) article used to be easy. That’s rarely the case anymore.

I think I know what’s going on. For over a decade, I’ve been spending lots of time
online. The Web has been a godsend to me as a writer. Research that once required days
in the rooms of libraries can now be done in minutes by a few Google searches. Even
when I’m not working, I’m scanning headlines or just tripping from link to link.

The Net is becoming a universal medium where information flows through my
eyes and ears and into mind. The perfect recall of silicon memory (f: il /7% #5) can be
a blessing to thinking. But that comes at a price. As the media theorist Marshall
Mcluhan pointed out, media are not just passive channels of information. They supply
the stuff of thought, but they also shape the process of thought. And what the Net seems
to be doing is weakening my ability for concentration. Once I was a driver in the sea of
words. Now I zip along the surface like a flying swallow.

I’m not the only one. When I mention my troubles with reading to acquaintances,
Bruce Friedman, a blogger, also has described how the Internet has changed his mental
habits. His thinking has taken on a “staccato (4~i% 51 [#))” quality. “I can’t read War and

Peace anymore,” he admitted.“I’ve lost the ability to do that.”



A recently published study suggests that when reading online, we tend to become
“more decoders (fi# 15 #%) of information”. We are not only what we read;we are how
we read.
8.According to the passage, the author thinks_

A.the Net is merely a headache

B.he can no longer die but swim shallowly

C.the deep reading in the past has become a struggle
D.other people around rarely have similar feelings like him
9.What is the author’s attitude towards the Internet?
A.Thoroughly passive. B.Totally puzzled.

C.Gladly approving. D.Evidently worried.

10.From the passage, the more people use the Web,
A.the more mental habits can be improved

B.the more they have to fight to stay focused

C.the more they are influenced in shape

D.the more online activities they can enjoy

11.Which of the following can best summarize the text?
A.Is the Net gradually changing us?

B.Long articles are hard to read nowadays.

C.Do people lack concentration to cover Web pages?

D.More Web involvement results from attention distraction(4)-(»).



D

The number of people in my house has grown from six to seven recently. A young
man from Spain has come to spend six weeks with us. He is not an ordinary young man;
he’s actually my second cousin, and is here to spend time with this side of the family,
and of course, to learn English.

Thankfully, he is the same age as my youngest son, and is very fun-loving. I’'m
sure that he will pick up a lot of English while he plays with my kids. That was actually
how I picked up a lot of Spanish when I was a child. My mother would take me to
Mallorca in Spain, to spend about a month in the summers. Because children play so
much, and are less inhibited( #1 % [ ) than adults, they absorb language like little
sponges( ¥ 47 ). Well, that’s what happened to me, and I'm very thankful for the
experience.

So far, we have taken my cousin to Seattle for a couple of days, and down to a
local river to look for gold. Today, I plan on taking him to the museum in the town of
Cashmere which is excellent. He will get his first view of Native American life, and be
able to walk through some of the original pioneer houses of this area. Like most boys
who are thirteen, he is very curious and constantly asks questions. Of course, I don’t
always have the answers! Coming to the U.S. is a big step for him, especially being so
young. Mind you, he is a world traveller. His mother is an air hostess and is able to get
cheap airline tickets, so they travel internationally all the time. So he is extremely

comfortable in airports, and understands the routines of getting from one place to



another. I hope that his being here will encourage my children to spend time in Spain,
and also become international travellers.
12.Why does the young man come to America?
A.To spend the summer holiday. B.To meet his mother.
C.To learn English. D.To go to school.
13.How old is the writer’s youngest son?
A.11 years old. B.13 years old.
C.15 years old. D.16 years old.
14.What does the writer think of her Spanish experience?
A.Helpful. B.Boring.
C.Unnecessary. D.Unimportant.
15.What can we know from the last paragraph?
A.The young man’s mother is a pilot.
B.The young man often travels by plane.
C.The writer’s children enjoy travelling to Spain.
D.The young man has ever seen Native American life before.
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As Labor Day gets close, many Americans are trying to find some final vacation

time before kids head back to school._ 16 With people still looking for that escape,

it’s important to know some tips to make your dollars go the extra mile when travelling.



Choose places that are in their off-season during kids’ school breaks. Over the
Christmas/New Year’s break, for example, the prices for flights and hotels in the
Caribbean and Hawaii are sky-high. _ 17 You can go to places that are in their low
season but are warm and festive(XX 5k [)).

For US trips, think about extended-stay hotels(# 1+ 8 )5 ). Extended-stay hotels
give you affordable suites(E 77) with a lot of free facilities. You get a door to the kids’
room that you can close at bedtime._ 18 A refrigerator, microwave and washing
machines, as well as free breakfast, Wi-Fi and sometimes even dinner and snacks are
available, too.

For European city trips, rent an apartment. Hotel rooms in European cities can be
expensive and tiny. They have no refrigerator or microwave, and neighbors can hear
every sound._ 19 It also gives you more space and thicker( 5 /& [ ) walls. The
kitchen can help you save some money in hotel breakfast charges, and the washing
machine can help you save the time for washing.

_ 20  Hunting for specific items—maybe they’re seashells from each beach you
stop at, maps from tourist information offices or door handle do-not-disturb signs from
hotels—gives kids a task and keeps them busy in a trip. Collecting souvenirs on a
certain theme is a lot cheaper than buying them.

A.Look for things with your kids.
B.An apartment usually costs less.
C.So you can consider other places.

D.Collect things instead of buying things.



E.You also have more space to move around.
F.You can also choose extended-stay hotels if you like.
G.However, a getaway any time of the year can be pricey.
16. 17. 18. 19. 20.
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Ten years ago, my mom gave me a fancy blood pressure monitor which was very
expensive for her. I had high blood pressure and she wanted to make sure I was always
21 it. Being in my early twenties, this situation should have _ 22 me, but it didn’t;
I had long been _ 23  from nameless anxiety and stress. After a decade long _ 24 |
my blood pressure could finally be controlled. Through lots of meditation( & 8 ),
exercise, and diets, I’ve slowly _ 25  from it in the last few years.

I was happy that I no longer needed my blood pressure monitor. I decided to put it
up for _ 26  online, and a woman __ 27 , saying she wanted to buy it shortly after I
posted it. I went to a coffee shop and met her, along with her mother. Neither of them
were in the best of health.

She carefully took out some _ 28  from her wallet to pay me, and it _ 29 me

that | could not let her pay me. I had a smile card _ 30 in my wallet; I slipped it in

the bag and told her “Here, just take it.” She was _ 31  and tried to hand me the



money again. [ again insisted that she take it. She was _ 32 and thanked me. I wished

them good health and a happy life.

Although I didn’t repay my mom in cash, I was more than

33  that I repaid her

by passing on her _ 34  to someone who may be a stranger but _ 35 needed it.

21.A keeping
C.keeping up with
22.A.interested
23.A.preventing
C.suffering

24 A struggle
25.A.run
26.A.show
27.A.asked
28.A.cards

29.A frightened
30.A.on hand
31.A.annoyed
32.A.depressed
33.A.surprised
34.A.gift

35.A.really

B.keeping away

D .keeping track of

B.shocked
B.resulting
D.separating
B.analysis
B.recovered
B.fun
B.responded
B.paper
B.benefited
B.on duty
B.worried
B.touched
B.anxious
B.hope

B.differently

C.relieved

C.search
C.learned
C.sale
C.required
C.keys
C.hit

C.on leave
C.confused
C.sad
C.eager
C.collection

C.hardly

D.encouraged

D.summary
D.removed
D.praise
D.acted
D.cash
D.attacked
D.on guard
D.careful
D.bored
D.delighted
D.desire

D.gradually
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Yesterday was a crazy day. | felt very tired__36 I had a lot of work stuff going.
Then I got _ 37  message from one of my teammates. It said,“We want to let you
know that there are people who see and _ 38 (true)appreciate all your hard work.”
This meant more to _ 39 (I)than anything else. And it made me think that maybe I
need to set time aside__40 (tell)the people in my life how much I appreciate what they
did. Say “Thank you” __ 41 the delivery guy, telling him that you appreciate how
hard he _ 42 (work);tell your daughter that you are proud of her _ 43  (perform)at
school;tell your mom that you notice how much she does for the family.

Sometimes when a long time goes by without__44 (recognize)for the good we do,
we start to get upset, but a simple statement of appreciation could make us become__ 45

(energy)again for a good long time.

36. 37. 38. 39. 40.

41. 42. 43. 44, 45.
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Dear Steve,

Yours,
Li Hua
ZH( Wor 25 97)
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Recently, I told my 7-year-old grandson that I wouldn’t get to see him for a week
because I was going away on business. He knows I often travel, but the “business” part
caught his attention.

“Can’t you write your articles at your house?” he asked. He knows I write some
articles each week. “I’m not writing on this trip,” I said. “I’m speaking;it’s part of my
job.”

For many years, my children knew me as simply their mother.

In kindergarten (%j JL.[d), when asked to tell his class about his family, my oldest
child said,” My dad teaches chemistry and coaches basketball. And my mom drives us to

his games.”



My own mother worked as a waitress to put food on the table and second-hand
shoes on our feet. I was proud of all she did, but I loved her most for being my mother.

The best way to think of someone is never by their job description; it’s a
celebration of the reasons why they’re loved and the ways they make the world a better
place.

My children lost their father when they were just becoming adults. They admired
him greatly as a teacher and a coach. But they loved him most for simply being their
dad.

We are defined (5% 5€) not only by our job, but also by how we treat people we
work with and deal with along the way.

I’m thankful for my job. But I’d like to be known to my family and friends and
myself for the reasons that they love me and the ways I try to make their world a better

place.
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k2K § o £ Darby FI# BN N ARMEE] TIRZ 2. ) n] %1, Darby [FRURUE 32 55K
RS TS

2B HERERIWTER. AR EIECEE B #I“ stopped three feet from gold, but I will
never stop because men say ‘no *when I ask them to buy insurance.(F7E & 87 4 =2 R
it 77 45 7 R R A RA B S A AT SRR B A ATT A 5 T ok ) Flf
J& — B¢ %5 —%] Darby sold more than a million dollars in life insurance annually.(Darby
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3.D HEFHFIBTET . HRYEH )5 —EX He owes his “stick-ability” to the lesson he learned
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8.C HEH AW, HRHEZE—Et+ ) I'm not thinking the way I used to think. I can
feel it most strongly when I’m reading. Involving myself in a book or a lengthy(JU K [))
article used to be easy. That’s rarely the case anymore.(FAME LLRTHSFEEZE 1,243
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9.D HEHAW ., MRHEEIEEE Bt I'm not the only one. When I mention my
troubles with reading to acquaintances, Bruce Friedman, a blogger, also has described
how the Internet has changed his mental habits. His thinking has taken on a “staccato(/f>
ZETT)” quality. “I can’t read War and Peace anymore,” he admitted.“I’ve lost the
ability to do that.”(FAEME——1 R m) BN TR S FRAE [ L7 TH AR N X B 18 =
Bruce Friedman t4iiA 1 B IR Wi 5048 1 Al 825 S04 i A8 C e By —
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weakening my ability for concentration. (£ ALLT- IE7E B 55 R EE HIE R JIMBE 1. )
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12.C 40P, FRHE S — B H .. .he’s actually my second cousin, and is here
to spend time with this side of the family, and of course, to learn English.” 7] &1,iX /|~ 53
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13.B 45 E . HRE = B “Like most boys who are thirteen, he is very
curious and constantly asks questions.”CA & & — B¢ # [#)“Thankfully, he is the same age
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15.B  HEHHIW . MRIEH 5 — B+ #J“His mother is an air hostess and is able to get
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16.G  ## J5 3 With people still looking for that escape,it’s important to know some
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17.C  #R#EJ5 3 You can go to places that are in their low season but are warm and
festive(X A 1) VR AT LA-25 AR L6 1 A 13 Z= L iR R OUC S BRI 4 7, AT 260 25 — S8R 1) 4]
(1) 5 R R B3 52, BT ELUR AT BLE 8 A 7

18.E HR¥EHIC You get a door to the kids’ room that you can close at bedtime /H —
Ji AT 2 AT B3 A 1) VR AT ALE BB s 5 b AT RX AR A 5 2 1) 28 6] E )
19.B  #R#EH) 3 For European city trips,rent an apartment.Hotel rooms in European
cities can be expensive and tiny X T BRI AT RAT A — B A8 . KM T R TE b5
) B &0 5 OB/ AT RIAH G TR, A B Il AL T B 2D

20.D ##E )5 3C Collecting souvenirs on a certain theme is a lot cheaper than buying
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21D RIEAZ HI A “Ten years ago, my mom gave me a fancy blood pressure
monitor...I had high blood pressure and she wanted to make sure I was always™ 7] %1,3%,
7o 0L 3 306 R P 8 2 A R AR T ARILFE 9025 o keep track of 1 fie+-+-ff]
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23.C  RHEAZ J5 1 “from nameless anxiety and stress” AJ %1, A< fHIE 52 A 1] 2 4R 1)
FEEAIE 7.

24 A IRIEA TS5 HI“my blood pressure could finally be controlled” 7] %1, 28 it + - )
%% Ji(struggle), F A I E & F45 3] T #2#|. analysis 73 #T;search ¥ 3 ;summary .45,
25.B  RHEAZ I 1 “Through lots of meditation(F=48), exercise, and diets,” 7] %11, 7E
HEJUEREEEAE, BIEARE, TS WX FRS K E (recovered)id K .
26.C ¥ 5 i “she wanted to buy it shortly after I posted it” 7] %13 1 x& 42 & A 2
WY I i (sale).

27.B ¥R A S J5 1 “saying she wanted to buy it shortly after I posted it” 7] %1, 7ZEFR K
A A5 B R A A — AL e L5 5] & (responded) Fe i it A8 3K

28.D R#EAZT G “from her wallet to pay me” RJ 51, it MER £, B £ H — LL 3 4> (cash)
253

29.C frighten {5 5111 ;benefit {8 52 i ;hit /51 FRIAAE L ;attack B . MRIFEA T 51
“me that I could not let her pay me” 1] %1, 3K IR W15 A G LE A A F &k, i C T IERf
30.A on hand IA,7EF3k;on duty {H¥E;on leave /R H;0n guard ¥k . AR HE A
J5 11“in my wallet; I slipped it in the bag and told her ‘Here, just take it.”” 7] %1, 35k
B — RS- RAE Bt B IR0 ZEh A0 HL 15 Updth s SC T Bl . 7,0 A T IR A
31.C MR IEEE W] 0, FRAN Gt 2 ANAH R, 202K 1M1 He 2 R 25 1, B DL b Jg 2] 1R PR =8
(confused).

32.B MR E ST AT AL FR A IR AL E i IR S S (touched) .

33.D  IR#EA ST 5K “that I repaid her by passing on her 34 to someone who may

be a stranger but __35 _ needed it” 7] %1, B SR TR A FE LU K 1 25 (1) B 45 10 45, (2
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BTAE. "N R 213 appreciate.

39.me  HEACA, AR PR HADAEATERGEEE . to J5#: THJTEH me
TR

40.to tell FABNFEAE . AJRIX LA D VF T ZE 8 N el ok & YA %
FINATL R 2 A REABAT T S F A . A&7 ml kn ek Ak SR A e 50F H
HIARTE -

palIE



41t0  FEA. AR T, S VR IR TR R BB SS T e
say “Thank you” to sb. [i] 5 A\ i/ is1

42.is working  FHATANIRFIIN A . AR B AN, B IR AR R B 5%
i T A==+ 53 HTH) T R K0 appreciate J5 #2 how 5131 5218 M), b Ab R Bish 5
— EAES ) AR FR B BOELEHEAT SR, i BAE HEAT B BOH is working.
43.performance FHAZ iAo AR ee o YRR L LR N IBTE 22 R LR 31 07
fifee-+ o her FNIEZF MY 32 AR, J5 444 3] performance.

44 recognition HE L. AR R, SR — BB A2 T RAMBI A RA
1938 B I AR IR B A, (B — A7 B ) B AT RE 2 (s FRAT T AR K — B if (] Y

PR FRINE 77. without AMA], JG 22 1AE 1B . recognition for B A« Xif«ee -+ g

2
o

pui3

45.energetic F A1 . become N R3], J5 B 41 energetic /F £ 15
W= 5iE
B

One possible version:

Dear Steve

[ am awfully sorry that, by mistake, I lost your English novel.

So appealing was the novel that I couldn’t help reading it in the crowded bus. I
took it for granted that I had put it into my backpack before getting off. However, it was
nowhere to be found when I intended to continue my reading. Knowing it is one of your
favorite novels, [ am attempting at purchasing a new one for you.

Again I’d like to apologize for my carelessness and hope you would forgive me.



Yours,
Li Hua
LI
One possible version:
My grandson and I had a conversation about my recent job.( % i 1)It set me
thinking about how my husband and I were known to my children. I also thought about
what kind of impression my mother had made on me.( % i 2) My conclusion is that

people should be described by the way they treat others rather than by the job they

do.(E 11 3)



