UNIT1 ART
Part1 Reading and Thinking
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1It's very__ (/&%) of you to spend all your weekends helping the
old folk.
2.Actually many countries undertook it and obtained a great (%
filt)in AI technology.
3.People can share their _ (#fE#f[)) location, the city they're in, or
something that they like.
4.1 asked some of the most _ (IR K& MW /7)) and widely
respected experts and they gave me some __ (SZFRHY) suggestions.

5.There are many ways to express thoughts and ideas—music, acting,
(#%5%)and so on.

6.The scientists are still working on inventing new methods of reaching
(4RI )space.

7.She devotes herself entirely to teaching and it earns her a good

r

8.I think every cell in my body woke up and it was like discovering a

whole new d of life.
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be fond of;set...apart from;in particular;concentrate on




1.These gifts are others because they remind me of the

special, loving relationship I share with my sons.

2.It is human nature that all of us should beauty.

Everybody was born with a heart for beauty.
3.Always we need to filter out the noise and nonsense and only
what we deeply desire.

4As a child, he was keen on various books, science

fiction

IR TRV IA TS

1.He got a good mark in the test,_  (rank) first in his class.

2.1 purchased a delicate gift 100 yuan from one of my old friends.
3 He_  (emerge) as a key figure in the campaign when he was 15
years old.

4.Your argument should not rest upon __ (subject) and groundless
conclusions.

5.Some paintings of modern art are so __ (reality) that they look like
photographs.

6.Most of our (client) are people who have been living in this

apartment for a while.
7.We are trying to raise public awareness of environmental protection,
(particular) air pollution.

8. rock music and poetry have many differences, they both do



have the power to make us think about how we feel.

9.The message_  (convey) in this cartoon is apparent—actions speak
louder than words.
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There __1 (be) so many different styles of Western art over the
centuries. Here, let's look at the brief introduction of Western art.

During the Middle Ages, the main aim of painters was__ 2
(represent) religious themes. Their works were often primitive and
two-dimensional. This _ 3 (gradual) changed in the 13th century with
a painter, whose paintings are set apart from others by their realistic
human faces and deep __ 4 (emotion) impact. During the Renaissance,
new ideas and values slowly replaced __ 5 (that) held in the Middle
Ages. Painters began to concentrate less on religion and adopt a more
humanistic attitude__ 6 life. Some influential painters such as
Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo produced some of the greatest
works _ 7  Europe had ever seen. With time going by, great changes
took place in society and these changes _ 8 (lead)to new painting
styles. There followed Impressionism, and some famous artists also
emerged in this period. After Impressionism, subsequent artists began to
ask what art 1s. Some gave _ 9 (they) paintings a realistic but

dream-like quality while others turned to abstract art. Maybe, no one can

predict _ 10  painting styles will be like in the future.
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When it comes to the most influential painters of the United States in
the 20th century, Grandma Moses should be mentioned, although she did
not start painting until she was in her late seventies. As she once said to
herself, “I would never sit back in a rocking chair, waiting for someone to
help me.” No one could have had a more active old age.

She was born on a farm in New York State, one of five boys and five
girls. At 12 she left home and was in the domestic service sector until at
27 she married Thomas Moses, the hired hand of one of her employers.
They farmed most of their lives, first in Virginia and then at Eagle Bridge
in New York State. She had ten children, five of whom survived; her
husband died in 1927.

Grandma Moses painted a little as a child and she was really fond of
embroidery (}Hl|4%), but only changed to oils in old age because her hands

became too stiff (&£ [¥]) to sew and she still wanted to keep busy and



pass the time. Her pictures were first sold at the local drugstore and at a
market and were soon noticed by a businessman who purchased all that
she painted. Three of the pictures were exhibited in the Museum of
Modern Art, and in 1940 she had her first exhibition in New York.
Between the 1930's and her death, she produced some 2,000 pictures:
careful and lively portrayals of the country life she had known for so long,
with an amazing sense of color and form. “I think really hard till I think
of something really pretty, and then I paint it,” she said.

1.What can we learn about Grandma Moses?

A.She painted oils as a child.

B.Her marriage life was not happy.

C.She stopped painting in her late seventies.

D.She still led an active life when she was old.

2.What did Grandma Moses spend most of her life doing?
A.Embroidering.

B.Farming.

C.Nursing.

D.Painting.

3.What does the underlined word “portrayals” in the last paragraph
mean?

A.Directions.

B.Stages.



C.Surveys.

D.Descriptions.

4.Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?
A.Grandma Moses:the Best Woman Painter

B.Grandma Moses and Her Farm Life

C.Grandma Moses and Her Exhibition

D.Grandma Moses:a Famous Woman Painter of the 20th Century
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Every year in May, art galleries and museums prepare shows to
honor Leonardo da Vinci, who died in France on May 2, 1519. He is
remembered as one of the most influential artists and creative thinkers of
all time. His most famous and representative paintings are Mona Lisa and
The Last Supper.

Recently, researchers have been studying a painting—Landscape 8P,
which they think is Da Vinci's earliest-known artwork. They used special
lighting to study the artwork and discovered there are two images, not
one. One drawing is on the back of the piece, which dates back to August

5,1473.



The drawing on the front was painted when Leonardo was 21 years
old. It shows a river valley and a castle outside the city of Florence. There
is little left of the drawing on the back, perhaps because it was wiped off.
Only a bridge over a river can be seen. But there is writing on both sides.

The writing on the front gives the date and goes from right to left.
Some people would call this “mirror writing”. It's a way Leonardo often
wrote in his notebooks. The writing on the back goes from left to right
and tells about an agreement, probably to produce a work of art.

Cecilia Frosinini is an art historian. She said, “Leonardo was born
left-handed, but was taught to write with his right hand from a very young
age. By looking at his writing, we can see his right-handed handwriting is
educated and well done.”

Experts compared the two handwriting samples(#f 4~)and said they
were both made by Leonardo. They show he could write well using his
left hand or his right hand.

The artwork is known as Landscape 8P from its number in an art list.
It will be part of an exhibition at the Uffizi Gallery in Italy. The gallery
director, Eike Schmidt, said the artwork is worthy of our attention, and
that by studying it,researchers gave us a new way of looking at
Leonardo's drawing techniques and his abilities in writing.
5.What does the writing on the back probably tell about?

A.A statement about the painting.



B.An agreement to produce a painting.

C.An introduction of Leonardo.

D.Something about the city of Florence.

6.What can we learn about Leonardo from Cecilia's words?
A.He did bad in right-handed handwriting.

B.He wasn't good at writing with his left hand.

C.He could write with both of his hands.

D.He taught himself to write with the right hand.
7.What's Eike Schmidt's attitude towards the research?
A.Unclear.

B.Indifferent.

C.Positive.

D.Doubtful.
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Why people collect art?
Many people through history have gone to great lengths to collect art.
But what motivates these collectors?
One popular explanation for collecting art is that they can have
financial gain. Some resell artworks, earning enormous profit._ 1

Immorally, some “collectors” purchase art as a form of money



laundering( ¥t £% ), since it is far easier to move art than cash between
countries without examination.

_ 2 . For them, art is important for other reasons. The best way to
understand the underlying drive of art collecting is as a means of creating
and strengthening social bonds, and as a way for collectors to
communicate within these new networks.

Not only are collectors fond of creating social links, but they are also
motivated by the messages they can send once these social networks are
created. We all know art is a powerful way for the artist to express
thoughts and feelings. _ 3 . Displaying art can send a message about
who the collector really is—at least who he sees himself as.

_ 4 . Through the collections, collectors convey messages not just
about themselves, but about the world as a whole. For example, the kid
with the shoebox made of bird feathers might show others her collection
not just to make friends, but to convince them of the importance of
protecting endangered species.

People collect art for various reasons.__ 5
A.Some gain artworks in an illegal way
B.But most collectors think little of profit
C.Artworks preserve the qualities of their makers
D.No doubt art collecting is an addiction hard to overcome

E.Some get large tax reductions for donating art to museums



F.It also serves as an effective way for collectors to express themselves
G.Other art collectors see their collections as having a broader power
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