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Hollywood's theory that machines with evil(Z%:% [} )minds will drive
armies of killer robots is just silly. The real problem relates to the
possibility that artificial intelligence(Al)may become extremely good at
achieving something other than what we really want. In 1960 a
well-known mathematician Norbert Wiener, who founded the field of
cybernetics(% il i), put it this way:“If we use, to achieve our purposes,
a mechanical agency with whose operation we cannot effectively
interfere( 7l), we had better be quite sure that the purpose put into the
machine is the purpose which we really desire.”

A machine with a specific purpose has another quality, one that we
usually associate with living things:a wish to preserve its own existence.
For the machine, this quality is not in-born, nor is it something introduced
by humans;it is a logical consequence of the simple fact that the machine
cannot achieve its original purpose if it is dead. So if we send out a robot
with the single instruction of fetching coffee, it will have a strong desire

to secure success by disabling its own off switch or even killing anyone

who might interfere with its task. If we are not careful, then, we could



face a kind of global chess match against very determined, super
intelligent machines whose objectives conflict with our own, with the real
world as the chessboard.

The possibility of entering into and losing such a match should
concentrate the minds of computer scientists. Some researchers argue that
we can seal the machines inside a kind of firewall, using them to answer
difficult questions but never allowing them to affect the real world.
Unfortunately, that plan seems unlikely to work:we have yet to invent a
firewall that is secure against ordinary humans, let alone super intelligent
machines.

Solving the safety problem well enough to move forward in Al
seems to be possible but not easy. There are probably decades in which to
plan for the arrival of super intelligent machines. But the problem should
not be dismissed out of hand, as it has been by some Al researchers.
Some argue that humans and machines can coexist as long as they work
in teams—yet that is not possible unless machines share the goals of
humans. Others say we can just “switch them off” as if super intelligent
machines are too stupid to think of that possibility. Still others think that
super intelligent Al will never happen. On September 11,1933, famous
physicist Ernest Rutherford stated, with confidence, “Anyone who
expects a source of power in the transformation of these atoms is talking

moonshine.” However, on September 12,1933, physicist Leo Szilard



invented the neutron-induced( ™+ 115 5) nuclear chain reaction.
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1.Paragraph 1 mainly tells us that artificial intelligence may
A.run out of human control
B.satisfy human's real desires
C.command armies of killer robots
D.work faster than a mathematician
2.Machines with specific purposes are associated with living things partly
because they might be ableto_
A.prevent themselves from being destroyed
B.achieve their original goals independently
C.do anything successfully with given orders
D.beat humans in international chess matches
3.According to some researchers, we can use firewalls to
A help super intelligent machines work better
B.be secure against evil human beings
C.keep machines from being harmed

D.avoid robots' affecting the world



4.What does the author think of the safety problem of super intelligent
machines?

A.It will disappear with the development of Al.

B.It will get worse with human interference.

C.It will be solved but with difficulty.

D.It will stay for a decade.

B

[z%ziéiﬁ; ASite  RBE. M BEEAE WEX RSN 8 }

Whether in the home or the workplace,social robots are going to
become a lot more common in the next few years.Social robots are about
to bring technology to the everyday world in a more humanized way,said
Cynthia Breazeal,chief scientist at the robot company Jibo.

While household robots today do the normal housework,social
robots will be much more like companions than mere tools.For
example,these robots will be able to distinguish when someone is happy
or sad.This allows them to respond more appropriately to the user.

The Jibo robot,arranged to ship later this year,is designed to be a
personalized assistant.You can talk to the robot,ask it questions,and make
requests for it to perform different tasks.The robot doesn't just deliver
general answers to questions;it responds based on what it learns about

each individual in the household.It can do things such as reminding an

elderly family member to take medicine or taking family photos.



Social robots are not just finding their way into the home.They have
potential applications in everything from education to health care and are
already finding their way into some of these spaces.

Fellow Robots is one company bringing social robots to the market.
The company's “Oshbot” robot is built to assist customers in a store,
which can help the customers find items and help guide them to the
product's location in the store.lt can also speak different languages and
make recommendations for different items based on what the customer is
shopping for.

The more interaction the robot has with humans, the more it learns.
But Oshbot, like other social robots, is not intended to replace workers,
but to work alongside other employees. “We have technologies to train
social robots to do things not for us, but with us,” said Breazeal.
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5.How are social robots different from household robots?

A.They can control their emotions.
B.They are more like humans.

C.They do the normal housework.



D.They respond to users more slowly.

6.What can a Jibo robot do according to Paragraph 3?
A.Communicate with you and perform operations.
B.Answer your questions and make requests.

C.Take your family pictures and deliver milk.
D.Obey your orders and remind you to take pills.
7.What can Oshbot work as?

A.A language teacher.

B.A tour guide.

C.A shop assistant.

D.A private nurse.

8.We can learn from the last paragraph that social robots will
A.train employees

B.be our workmates

C.improve technologies

D.take the place of workers

9.What does the passage mainly present?

A.A new design idea of household robots.
B.Marketing strategies for social robots.
C.Information on household robots.

D.An introduction to social robots.
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whose operation we cannot effectively interfere, we had better be quite
sure that the purpose put into the machine is the purpose which we really
desire.
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Jfi4) The company's “Oshbot” robot is built to assist customers in a
store, which can help the customers find items and help guide them to the
product's location in the store.
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